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all need to keep the CCP’s authori-
tarian designs in check. I applaud the 
administration for taking this impor-
tant step. 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 
Mr. President, on the CR, the omni, 

and NDAA, last night, the House of 
Representatives passed a 1-week con-
tinuing resolution that will keep the 
government open long enough for us to 
pass a bipartisan yearlong omnibus. 
Negotiations keep trending in the right 
direction, but we still have a lot of 
work left to do and not enough time to 
do it unless we extend government 
funding for another week. 

Let me put it a different way. As of 
this morning, the Senate will now re-
quire consent from both parties if we 
want to pass a CR before funding runs 
out tomorrow at midnight. We should 
move quickly to avert a shutdown 
today, without any unwelcome brou-
haha that has caused shutdowns in 
years past. 

Democrats are ready together at a 
moment’s notice, and I hope Repub-
licans will stand ready too. Both sides 
are going to spend a day to work on an 
agreement to get the week-long CR 
done. We should have no drama, no 
gridlock, and no delay on passing a 
weeklong CR. 

Just remember, those who demand 
something happen and risk shutting 
down the government almost always 
lose. Let me say that again: No drama, 
no gridlock, no delay. That is the rec-
ipe right now for avoiding a shutdown 
within the next 48 hours. I am very 
hopeful we will get that done with time 
to spare. For the last 2 years, the 117th 
Congress hasn’t had a single govern-
ment shutdown, not one, not even for a 
day. I hope we don’t start now just as 
we approach the finish line. Recent his-
tory shows that those who risk shut-
downs with hopes of scoring political 
points ultimately lose in the end. 

Once we pass the CR, we can make 
progress toward an omnibus. I have 
said it time and time again, a yearlong 
omnibus is the best and most balanced 
option to fund our government. An om-
nibus is the best approach because it 
will ensure that our kids, our veterans, 
our small businesses, and our military 
continue to have full access to vital 
services and programs they depend on. 
An omnibus is the most balanced ap-
proach because it would contain prior-
ities both sides want to see: funding for 
Ukraine; the ECA, Electoral Count 
Act; and full implementation of CHIPS 
and Science; the PACT Act; and more. 
We worked so hard together on these 
bills. Let’s now work together again to 
implement them fully. 

As we continue negotiating to pass a 
1-week CR and an omni, both sides will 
keep working on an agreement to pass 
the NDAA, hopefully, today. We are 
trying to do it as soon as today. The 
NDAA has been a consistently bipar-
tisan effort for every year for more 
than six decades. I do not expect this 
year to be any different, and I thank 
Chairman REED and all my colleagues 
for their good work on this bill. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The Republican Leader is recognized. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
Mr. MCCONNELL. All year, Senate 

Republicans have urged Democrats to 
prioritize two basic governing duties, 
two tasks that are essential to keeping 
America safe, keeping us on track to 
remain the world’s superpower, and 
doing right by our men and women in 
uniform. 

No. 1 is the annual Defense bill, 
where we authorize the investments, 
tools, and training that our com-
manders, leaders, and servicemembers 
need. 

No. 2 is passing government funding, 
where we back up the NDAA’s ambi-
tions with the actual dollars and cents 
that turn plans into reality. 

Bipartisan negotiators are still work-
ing on the second item. I hope they are 
able to produce text of a bipartisan 
government funding bill that can pass 
the Senate before our hard deadline 
next Thursday. Otherwise, I will sup-
port pivoting next week to a short- 
term continuing resolution into the 
new year. 

But I am glad that, in the very near 
future, the Senate will finally fulfill 
the first key duty and pass a strong 
NDAA named for our retiring ranking 
member, Senator INHOFE. 

I have spent all week discussing ways 
this legislation will help our Armed 
Forces and national security profes-
sionals, safeguard our homeland, bol-
ster our partnerships, and keep adver-
saries like Russia on their back feet. 
Today, I want to focus on what most 
Senators agree is the single greatest 
medium-term and long-term national 
security challenge that our Nation 
faces, and that is the Chinese Com-
munist Party. 

The legislation we will pass today in-
cludes provisions to extend our secu-
rity assistance to Taiwan. It steps up 
our investments and capabilities that 
are essentially crucial to operations in 
the Indo-Pacific, from space assets to 
naval mines. 

It reprioritizes countering China’s 
nuclear breakout by curbing the Biden 
administration’s naive efforts to retire 
critical elements of our nuclear arse-
nal. 

It tightens security on our cutting- 
edge research and bolsters sea-launch 
strategic deterrent capabilities. 

And that is not all. 
This strong bipartisan bill puts new 

weight behind our long-term commit-
ments to stand with both vulnerable 
countries in China’s orbit and vulner-
able people actually within its own 
borders. 

It will authorize a new Joint Force 
Headquarters right there in the region 
and make sure that U.S. military in-
stallations are not commercial destina-
tions for goods that have been pro-
duced with Uighur slave labor in the 
Xinjiang Province. 

This bill will also help stiffen the 
spine of the liberal entertainment in-
dustry that apparently lacks the cour-
age to cross Beijing without clearer in-
centives. This year’s NDAA will pro-
hibit the use of U.S. military assets, 
like ships or bases, in movies where the 
producers then turn around and allow 
Chinese censors to have final signoff. If 
Hollywood wants to trample on Amer-
ican principles of free expression in 
order to please the Communist Party, 
they won’t get to use our Armed Forces 
as props in the process. 

Of course, stepping up our competi-
tion with China and limiting the risks 
to America from the CCP does not 
mean walking away from the world 
stage more broadly—quite the con-
trary. Checking the CCP will take a co-
ordinated effort with even stronger, 
deeper ties between the United States 
and our like-minded friends and part-
ners. 

That means everything from basing 
access to joint exercises and oper-
ations, to strengthening our own de-
fense industrial base so that we can 
continue to score win-wins, in both se-
curity and economic terms, by selling 
our partners the defensive capabilities 
they need. 

Protecting America and winning the 
future does not entail pulling up our 
drawbridge, turning inward, and pre-
tending the world will leave us alone. 

China is actively—actively—trying 
to undercut American interests and 
partnerships everywhere from Asia 
itself to the Middle East, to Africa and 
beyond. 

This NDAA will strengthen our hand. 
It prioritizes crucial partnerships in 
the Indo-Pacific. It adds New Zealand 
to the National Technological Indus-
trial Base. It expands our ability to 
share cyber capabilities with oper-
ational partners, and it preserves vital 
security cooperation efforts in the Mid-
dle East and invests in expanding part-
nerships in Africa, South America, and 
beyond. 

The NDAA is only a first step toward 
the investments, modernization, and 
stronger strategies that we need to 
compete and to win against rivals who 
don’t wish us well. But it is a crucial 
first step. 

Therefore, I encourage every Senator 
on both sides to support this important 
legislation. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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